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The Alabama was built at Birkenhead to prey on Federal shipping.
Much bad feeling caused, and Britain had eventually to pay compensa-
tion for all the damage she had done (§ 310).
The Trent Incident.—Envoys to Europe from the Confederate Gov-
ernment in a British ship, the Trent, were captured by a Federal war-
ship on the high seas.
Much indignation at this " insult to the flag." Eventually, largely
through the good offices of the Prince Consort and the American
ambassador, the matter was smoothed over. President Lincoln released
the captured envoys.
The Cotton Famine.—The Federal Government blockaded the
southern ports, thus preventing the export of cotton, on which the
prosperity of Lancashire depended. The people there suffered terrible
privations, only partly relieved by public subscription.
Great credit was gained by the work-people, who refrained from any
disorder, and would not encourage any movement to stop the war lest
this should lead to the perpetuation of slavery.
No. 214.—JOHN BRIGHT (1811-1889).
Quaker-Radical orator. Successful calico-printer. Represented
" the Nonconformist Conscience." Took leading part in three famous
agitations.
 (1)	For Repeal of the Corn Laws.   (In conjunction with Cobden.)
 (2)	Against the anti-Russian war fever at the time of the Crimean
War.   (In conjunction with Cobden.)
In this agitation he sacrificed all the popularity he had gained over the
anti-Corn Law agitation.
(3)	In favour of Parliamentary Reform (1860-67).
He was a member of Gladstone's Ministries (1868-74 %&& 1880-85) J
but opposed Gladstone over Home Rule (§ 318).
No. 2I5.—HENRY    TEMPLE,    VISCOUNT    PALMERSTON
(1784-1865).
typical  of   early  victorian  national   complacency  and
" COCKSURENESS."
Lived eighty-one years—in Parliament, sixty; in office, fifty;
Prime Minister, ten.
Secretary at War under Liverpool (1812-27). Left Tories over
" Reform " (§ 279)-
Foreign Secretary under Grey, Melbourne, Russell (1830-41).
He revelled in making foreign potentates feel the power of Britain.
The following are some typical examples of his foreign policy.
the independence of belgium (1830-1).—When Belgium became
independent of Holland he induced Louis Philippe to withdraw his son's
candidature for the throne, procured the election of Leopold of Coburg

